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Turin, 16 June 2009

Energy from vineyards 

In Alba on July 8, the industry operators compared to assess the opportunities for energy production of winemaking by-products.
Wednesday, 8 July 2009 the Piedmont Region, the IPLA (Institute for plants for wood and the environment) and the Local Development Agency Lamoro, starting from 9 pm, organized a meeting in Alba (Cn) at public library’s Fenoglio room entitled " ENERGY FROM VINEYARDS. Scenarios and opportunities for energy production from winemaking by-products. "

It will be a useful chance for comparison to assess the opportunities for energy production from wine-making by-products, with particular attention to the problems of logistical, technological choices and the economic and financial issues.

Valorisation of by-products of the vineyard is in fact a topic of great interest in Piedmont, a region for which the viticulture is one of the cornerstones of its food farming system.

Long since people debate what could be the best ways to manage the vine-branches and pruning residues (stalks) of vineyards, considering the difficulties in the their recovery, the controversial results of the re-use in loco and the inappropriateness of burning them on the spot. Similarly, the marcs can be a problem too, if not properly disposed of or used for associated production.
Recent new laws, which provide a strong incentive for the production of electricity from plants powered by renewable sources, may therefore represent an opportunity, not just economic, for companies interested in the wine sector to set the vine-branches and the marcs for energy purposes.
Is there interest in Piedmont for this new business? And which is his value in economic terms? What kind of logistical and cultivation problems are related to this activity? What technologies and operators are now available?
This is what will try to understand the operators attending the conference “ENERGY FROM VINEYARDS. Scenarios and opportunities for energy production of winemaking by-products." organized by the Piedmont Region, the Ipla (Institute for plants for wood and the environment) and the Local Development Agency Lamoro, on the evening of 8 July in Alba (Cn). 
THE CONFERENCE PROGRAM 

Wednesday, 8 July 2009 – ALBA - FENOGLIO ROOM – 9.00 pm
(8.30 pm recording participants)
ENERGY FROM VINEYARDS
Scenarios and opportunities for energy production of winemaking by-products

9.00 pm - Introduction 

Lido Riba, Ipla S.p.A President
The enhancement of the vine and its by-products: resources available on the Piedmont territory.
Reports by:
Vittorino Novello, University of Turin – Dep. Colture Arboree della Facoltà di Agraria

Available technologies and opportunities in the field of the vine-branches and marcs energy valorisation.

Luca Degiorgis, Ipla S.p.A.

Territory, financial and plant management models organization.

Giuseppe Tresso, Ipla S.p.A.

Issues related to the organization of distribution for the supply of the implants of energy valorisation.

Reports by:
Luigi Crosso, Lamoro President
Gianluigi Bistro, Managing Director of the Piedmont Vine-dressers Association
Dimitri Tasso,  National Assistant Coordinator  Anci- Union of Municipalities
Franco Parola, Coldiretti Cuneo – Provincial association of cultivators
Valentina Masante, Italian Association of Agriculturalist  of Cuneo

Roberto Abellonio, Provincial Union of  Agriculturalist Cuneo

Conclusions
Mino Taricco, Chairman of Agricolture of Piedmont Region
For further information about the conference participation: WELLCOM Srl ; press@wellcomonline.com; tel. 0173-362958 – fax 0173-362940; www.ipla.org
Information for Press:  Laura Carcano-Ipla; laura.carcano@fastwebnet.it; mob.347.2221793.
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